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Front: Evclyn Lyons, Ruth Redmoncl
Back: Christine NIcDonakl, paul Jones,
Lawrence Blankenship, Vioia Murphy,
Bcrnicc Moore
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The o1e Col

The tr'aculty

ffi

ffi

School days 1943
Pastor Allen (L)
Arthur Williamson (R)
"Draped down"

The 1946 Jeeps
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MAJORETTES

ltsrt{!. l,lsril, Lnye" 3eldsr&ljlehe, Ltd,'5rs }.1(Llolvel], loJrr R..b1rr!, ;we*a1o1yo 6rirre, jltlom
e Ja€!86r, Lcir Jea! Wiigc{, Cerilla SJEith, llarbar^ Fdt'j.!cr,, \:!rv Nolar.

DRUM AND BUGLE CORPS
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EIIL*=l--TIl*r,.-", Major Rley, Richard Bvrd

LEIT TO RIGHT: Mllton Brmham J D'

Boys vs HandicaPPed For CharitY'
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Playwright reflects on a long career
William H. Lawrie Jr. , a former lndependence
resident, was a founder of a black theater troupe

Baker, thc lcgendary daner and
singcr from St. buis.

Salurday thrcugh Tuesday thc'
Bakcr cxhibir will be ar rhc
Student Ccntcr of thc UnivcBity
of Misouri-Kanss City.

f:wric's fimt mcmory of Bakcr
is a' thealri€l pcrfomancc in thc
latc I920s at thc then all-black
Lincoln High School, whcrc
l:wric was a studctrt. Lrwrie
graduatcd frcm thc ach@l in 1927
and lcft Kanss City for Los
Angclcs in 1929.

Hc met Bakcr oncc and was
assmistcd with othcB who knew
her wcll. Ovcr rhe yea6, he
collrctcd memombilia of the star
snd donstcd smc of tho$ itcm!

MID l huda 14, t99l lhe t(ansas Lrt Sr{ J

By MARY SANCHEZ
Slall Writ€r

By his own 4dmission, play-
wriSht William H. kwric Jr. has
pasrd up many opportunitia in
show busincss.

Bu( thc SGyear{ld fomer
Indcpcndencc 16ident sid he
dfts not rcSret the choiccs hc
madc and has had a pleasnt
cxistence anyway.

"Life has been rcally fascinating
1o mc," Lawrie sid. "I havc mct
somc rcally intcr6ting people."
-[:wric, who now livc in [ps

Angela, was in Kanss City
earlicr this monlh for the op€ning
ofa rmvcling erhibit on Josphinc

to the erhibit.
Other .wcll-known pcrsonr

Lawrie ha knom arc pct
kngston Hughcs, with.whom hc
foundcd a black thcatcr trcupc in
Los Angclcs; tclcvision host
Arthur Godrcy, who hircd him as
a chef; stan Tony Cunis, Harry
Bclafontc, Bca Arthur and Rod
StciScr, with whom hc rllcndod s
New York actingshool.

"l uscd to s thcm latcr and
lhink, 'Therc but thc gncc ofGod
go l,' " I:wric mid.

It was not acting but catering,
fiowtvcr, that Iiwric madc most\
of his living and mct many
cclebriti6.

"The pcoplc that I havc workcd
for have been such an cduatioo
for mc," hc uid.

hwrie hu had rcvcnl of his

plays produed, though- ltr NG
vembcr, a trilogy of plrys titlcd
"Bluc, BIuo, Blu6" *as IEr-
fomcd in Mmphis by atr actiol
grcup frcm thc Bluc Ciry
Cultural Ccntcr-

Laric gid his inrcrct in
thcatcr was kindlcd by his pamts,
who l@k hiri lo playr sod shos
in KanssCity.

"WbatcYcr €mc to tom wc
s% cycn if wc had to sit in.a
rcgrEgatcd r€ction," hc said.

His fathcr war thc fint black
dclor in IndclEndcne and livcd
to cclcbmtc his lOoth binhday.

With onty a fcw g:my hais in his
short hair and mutachc, kwic
sid hc is h;althy and hopes his
fathcr's longcvity is hcrcditary.

"I'm vcry heppy to sy I fdl
good," hc !aid.

Mr. Wi11iam,,Bi1f" La{rie, di.stinguished black actor, director
and collector of Btack memorabilia, has an impressive backgrouod

1930's One of the original members and actor of the Morrison
Players Little Theat!e, Kansas City, Mlssouri.

Asslsted in organizing and directing the New Negro
Theatre. the firs€ Negro Littte ?heatre in Los Angeles,
founded by Langston Hughes and presented his play ,,Don,t
You Want ?o Be F!ee-,,

1940's Studied at the Dramatic Work Shop of Nev School, New york,
Ner york.

Productions: "The Flies"
"The Aristocrats,'
"The Weddinq.'

Pasadeua Playhouse, pasadena California - Su@er FestivaLof American play{riters.

Production: "The petrifed Forestr
GlendaLe Center Theatre

Production:,,TheHasty

First Black to trave performed
in theatre.

Heart "

1950's

195O's 3 years voice study under Mary Ledgevood, Camegie Ha1I

New york Hanilton-Madison Settlement l{ouuse DraBa Group itr Nev ycfrk
Flrst Black nenber of group.Super vith the City Center Opera Conpany in

Productions: "La Bohene"
" Ca rmen "
"Love of Three Oranges"

Sky Loft Players - Harlem

"The Sitver Cord"
"Fami Ly Portrait"
"Murder Without Crime"

Super with the Metropolilan Opera Company in Nev York

Productions: "Sa1ome,,
"Boris codunov"
"Aida"

1960's Direclor of North Church Drana Group, Newark, Nev Jersey,

Program CoorCinator of the waden Branch Library of San
Francisco, California.

Director of Black Heritage, and evening of Music, Drama
and Dance for the African-Anerlcan Historical and CuIturaI
Society in San Franclsco.

1970's Guest Director - Black Reportory Theatre, Berkeley, California
directi.ng HaII Johnson's "Run Lit' ChiItun"

l9B0's Director of Ctose Circuit Telewision Series "cetting By"

cuest Director - Tuskegqee University Theat!e, Tuskeggee
AIabama.

Production: t"Aga"" of cod"

Director of "One for the Cause" in Hollyvood, California

M!- Lavrie was an associate and friend of Mr- Hughes, having directed
seweral of Mr. Hughes plays.

1990

Productions:,,Fumed Oak,,

The Lecturer (Monologue) Harmfullness of tobacco-

Productions: ,,I RemeEber Mamma" - Role of Uncle Chris
creenvich Mevs ,,A Land Beyond The River,'
by Black writer Loften l,titchell I nonths
run off Broadvay-

Guest Director - Blues City cultural Center Memphis, Tennessee

Production: Blues! BIues! Blues! written by
Mr. Lawrie.



Old ad's & Business to remember
Corupliruents of

DR. GEORGE TAFT
2204 E. lSth BE.1-4228
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.,- D. JOHNSON
DRUC STORE

Presc rip t ron Druggrst

l gth ond Yine

Dorsl:\, n aRowN

24 HOUR 5€Rvtct

C0URTEOUS, QUICK and EFFICIENT

CONSOLTDATBD CAB CO.

Lo.n:

t8il Yin. sr_ K. C., k
Ph6. Vi.rd 279

5^LElPRtrERTY UXAGEUENT.TN!R.
PEOPLE5 RE& EsTATE CORP.

,k :ra fti'iry qi.* r. rn..e !h(n

Carlisle & Co.
HattcB and Ftrrnish.B

tlr M.;. s.dr Jun.iion Btar.
KANSAS CITY; MISSOURI

Q(J^LITY PtsODT 
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2l0O v;..5t'c€r
Xon.o' Ctry. M,'to",,

Phot CH 6712

[c0ampbell & fiouston
f RESCRIPTI ON

DRUGGISTS
il.rdqa.a(r lor

?',. D..ft erl Ct6i.ok

r (::BM. $DAS. SUNDE. ETC,

rt. Pure Food rina

"::;:.:l{:l':3:?:: .
2'OO VINE STREET

BROXNIE PR'NTINC CO.

Q,ol,ry P,,"r,"e Plur

i {2i 8.ooily" t

Bo-l l- le.d o.J H.oliI or

rON^RCH BOYL

TAc Firsr ail Or$ Ncgm

Dry Coods Sror it
th. City

n]i-Eerriq
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Kansas City
Book Exchange

lo()[s lrouclr r' s()t I) A\t)
ri\cU_\ NG ti I)

XANSAS CITY, MO. A{AUPIN'S BARBER SHOP
"It pays b Look Well,,

oIERKS  No SoNS

LUTiEER COT{PANY

5inc. lm

c.n.,ot otric. lgot woodtond

K, C, MO,

2307 Prospcct

REAGAN'S

Bor- B. Que

Gr.9329

CAFE

Short Ordcrs

l9l0 E. lSth St.THREE STAR
MARKET

"Ih-" Se.,er or !!..€.! \ il!. ,!

2226 vin.5r,.cr

Kon3or Ciry 8, Mi,roeri

CHe't^ut 3600

tsoMt c!
F.o:e^ ao.ds Fr.i. I1r.rs

LLquir\ \'.!€r.b.i

AIL NATIONAL BRANOS

FRL: t. r r lltl VttY
cH 3600

l.d. r.5r .ur ..r!. rJ

Mr 5..1rre !,rs!, \, , r'.,r.a.,

WAbosh 4-6885

O'}IEAL TIRE CO.
GOODYEAR

Tires ond Tubes

Auto Accessories Botteries

FLATS FIXED ROAD SERYICE

Rodio ond Television

MATLAW'S CLOTHIERS
"Styles 6f Jqrnerr6v/-

Shown Todoy"

I60l E. ISth Street

PA5EO CAB CO,

^^r 
PLo.. An/ Tih.

c,. 9lll

ARNOLD'S PTACE
BOOKS SUPPLIES

CONFECTIONS

,2022 Woodlond

PALACE CAB
CompanY

24ll vi.. St'€d

i(oiro, CilY 8. MLrouri

P,cmpr Co!deo!s Dr''er< se'"'n9

tour communitY

. RADIO CONTROLLEO 
'

ThP deoendobLl iv ol ou' (orF" 's
unouesi onobte. os ts repurot'rn rs, rhe

t,ne\r ol o.r To ''.ob ser"'c€ rn ron

WHEN YOU WANT A CA8

DON'T FA|L TO CALL

ca 3000

'For secuflry..d torisioclion coll us"

M, sodoreG.ors. Sr, P'esident

M. lsodore G.os ir ' Monog€r

261 I Prospect EVERETT P. O'NEAL

Jiomy Jon.5, Record Librarran:

Psych€ Pat., Sr.y Irrasur.r

Ed Patr. Ctneral Ma^as€r

GOLDEN HALO DOilUTSrllt:
tline $lrest Thealre

-

:J5 vil.sa.!f,

Ld.r.rt Colo.rd
Ynlidd l\.tt.t fi.at,. ia Lirt.r ait,

JOLLY ED. LANGFORD

MISS HAZEL SMITH
''Tt. EaL,ta;,., t,y' fr.'it '
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Our School Buildirg

School Song
Oh, R.T. Coles, we rre striving for the right
Yes, R.T.- Co1es, w€f re ever true.'We back you to fight for the red and the blue
Keeping in the fray from our school we,ll ne.ver
stray.
Now let us work and play our best every day
And build up farne and glory in every way
Our school's our joy and pride
Onward we'll ever stride.
Vict'ry for dear ole R.T. Coles.

t

SCHOOL PLEDGE

As a student of R. T. CoLes School,
I pledge myself to do my part at all
times in keeping my school and com-
munity quiet, clean, and respectablei
attempting at all times to cooperate
in making this, my school and com-
munity, lhe best in the United States
of America. Richard ihomas Coie:t,ft o

7%,
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On-the-Job Training C.O.E.

-
t.]

7,

rf
a

Ir,

tn
H

v

Eugene Mercer
Llnot)?e Operator

Izetta Jenkins
Beauty Operaror

VOCTITIONAL

James Parree, Lawrence FruIkner,
Carl Fisher: Brick Ma&ns

Ti\ILORING
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Theodore Leather!
Tailor


